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to the family and friends affected by
this terrible tragedy. I rise to honor
and encourage YWAM as an inter-
national ministry whose largest North
American training facility is located in
my district at Garden Valley, Texas,
where I visited numerous times.

YWAM trains Christians of many de-
nominations and ages with their ex-
press purpose being to know God and to
make Him known in obedience to the
Great Commission which says they are
to go into all the world and preach the
good news to all creation. YWAM cur-
rently operates in more than 1,000 loca-
tions in over 149 countries with a staff
of nearly 16,000. I have also had the op-
portunity on multiple occasions to
meet different YWAM staff and stu-
dents when they have visited this beau-
tiful city here in Washington, D.C., be-
fore embarking on short-term mission
trips.

When I speak with these individuals,
I am overwhelmed by their passion for
their ministry and sincere love for peo-
ple they have yet to meet. They truly
strive to follow the example of Christ
by offering themselves as selfless, hum-
ble, and loving servants.

The Declaration of Independence says
that we are endowed by a Creator with
certain inalienable rights. Our Creator
endowed this Nation with these indi-
viduals who have now been killed. Each
of these dear people were a gift to this
Earth and to this country. And al-
though we are very disappointed that
we did not get to keep those gifts as
long as we wished at their Earthly lo-
cation, we can still thank God for each
day that we had them.

We are not promised life without
hardships. To the contrary, those who
take up their individual crosses, espe-
cially for the sake of Christ, can expect
to face greater trials and persecution.
For this Nation’s entire history, until
now, Christians have had a place, a
country, where they were not per-
secuted. But that unique time is chang-
ing. In this day of political correctness,
often Christians are the only groups it
is acceptable to verbally assault. The
Apostle Paul reminds us that we
should consider everything a loss, in-
cluding our own lives, compared to the
surpassing greatness of Kknowing
Christ. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I want
to encourage the staff and students at
YWAM during this difficult time.

C.S. Lewis had kept a journal of sorts
after his precious wife, Joy, had died.
In one entry, he said, in effect, that he
missed her so much he wanted her
back. But he realized how very selfish
that was. His wife was in heaven. She
was in paradise. It was not in her inter-
est to return to a land of tears from a
land where there is no sorrow. Lewis
went on to say that we are told Ste-
phen was the first martyr. But he said,
as I think about it, didn’t Lazarus get
the far rawer deal? If you review the
Bible looking for quotes from Lazarus
after he was brought back from the
dead, you will not find them. I will bet
he was not a happy camper.
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In any event, we can look forward to
the day when we can be reunited with
these friends from YWAM. But may
those at YWAM find strength and en-
couragement from friends, from each
other, and from these words: may God
bless those at YWAM and may He con-
tinue to shine His face upon them.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE
HONORABLE JULIA CARSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I want to take just a moment to pay
tribute to our friend, our colleague, our
beloved sister, JULIA CARSON. It is my
belief that when the Almighty created
this beautiful, charming woman, he
threw away the mold.

Long before JULIA CARSON came here,
she was a fighter, someone who stood
up and spoke out for those that have
been left out and left behind. She was
a champion of ordinary people, a cham-
pion for justice, for civil rights, for
human dignity. I want to thank her
friend and our former colleague, Andy
Jacob, whom I served with, for doing
all he could do to have JULIA CARSON
come to this place.

In this body, we are like a family,
one family. We become like sisters and
brothers. And I feel with the loss and
passing of JULIA CARSON, we have lost
a member of our family. The chain, the
circle, has been broken.

I will never forget when I was much
younger, on April, 4, 1968, almost 40
yvears ago, I was in her district. She
was not representing the district then,
but we were in the City of Indianapolis
with Robert Kennedy when he an-
nounced to the crowd that Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., had been assas-
sinated. When JULIA came here, she al-
ways said to me, JOHN, you must come
back to Indianapolis and visit. And I
have gone back there.

We will miss her. She has gone on to
a better place. And we will never, ever
see her likeness again.

———

FOURTH QUARTERLY REPORT OF
THE FRESHMEN REPUBLICANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. MCCARTHY) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Mr. McCARTHY of California. Mr.
Speaker, tonight for the American pub-
lic, we are going to hold the fourth
quarterly report of the newly elected
freshmen Republicans giving an update
of what has gone on here on the floor.
As the Sun begins to set on our first
year in Congress, this is really the ap-
propriate time to talk about it. This
week we are bringing up what they call
the omnibus bill, because we have 13
appropriation bills, but this Congress
has only been able to get one through.
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So what are they doing this week, at
the last hour, at the last moments be-
cause Christmas is coming and people
want to go home? They are throwing
them all into one great big ball and
putting them before the American peo-
ple.

Now, when we flew back here, like we
do each and every week, when I got
here on Monday, I quickly found 34.4
pounds of pieces of paper of the omni-
bus bill and was told that in a few
short hours we were going to go to a
vote.

Well, tonight we want to tell the
American people that we want to bring
a little transparency to their govern-
ment. We want to show them exactly
what is going on here. And I will tell
you this, the American people should
know, Mr. Speaker, that this govern-
ment is not small. This government is
$2.9 trillion. Now, just think for a mo-
ment. That is just the amount of
money that this government spends.
Now, if you compare that to econo-
mies, not just to what other countries
spend in their government, but to their
economy and what they produce, what
their governments spend it on, ours
would be the third largest in the world.
Of course, the United States economy
is the largest, and there would be
Japan, but we would be larger than
Germany. We would be larger than
China with all the money they spend in
government and all that they produce
as you look at the different products
that they make. We would be larger
than the United Kingdom, larger than
France, and larger than Italy.

When you think about that and you
think about the deficit that we have,
isn’t there a place that we can find the
fraud, the waste and the abuse and
eliminate it? And that is what these 13
freshmen who have been newly elected
a year ago have been about to do.

Now, tonight, we are going to start
out talking with different members of
the freshman class. It is an honor to
look at the different members that we
have. Our first individual that we have
comes from the State of Minnesota, the
Sixth District, Representative MICHELE
BACHMANN from Stillwater, Minnesota.

I would like to yield time to
MICHELE.

Mrs. BACHMANN. Thank you, Rep-
resentative. What an honor to be able
to be here. What an illustrious class we
have, and I appreciate the gentleman
from California so much for his fine di-
rection, for his leadership and for our
class. He is doing a wonderful and able
job. He is telling the story that the
American people want to hear, and
that is where we are in this particular
quarter, what is happening with our fi-
nances, because that is what we do,
after all, when we come here to the
United States Congress. We come here
for a very simple purpose. We have to
deal with 11 spending bills covering
various subjects, and we have to take
care of those. We have to make sure
that we fully fund the priorities that
we believe in and make sure that we
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